
Let Us Remain Gracious 

By Jim Hill, June 7, 2020 
  
 Rare is the person who can influence people and remain gracious. Jesus 
serves as the perfect balance of grace and power. Before we look at how He did, 
let’s pray in His name. 
 During the uncertainty and doubt of Spring, 2020, may we who are merely 
inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. May we who have no 
risk factors remember the vulnerable. May we who have the luxury of working 
from home remember those who cannot. May we who have to cancel our trips 
remember those that have no place to go. May we who are losing our margin 
money in the tumult of the economic market remember those who have no 
margin at all. May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those 
who have no home. During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms 
around each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of Jesus to our 
neighbors. Amen. 
 Luke’s Gospel tells us that at one point in His ministry, Jesus’ disciples 
started a serious discussion among themselves about who of them was the 
greatest. The disciples were debating which of them was second in command 
since Jesus was the Master. Peter was vocal and the first to declare Jesus as the 
Christ. John was closest to Him and was known by them as the one that Jesus 
loved. The others must have expressed their strengths and reasons why they 
should be the leader among the disciples. The discussion may have gotten 
heated. Peter, the firebrand, probably raised a few eyebrows.  
 “But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their heart, took a child and 
stood him by His side, and said to them, "Whoever  receives this child in My 
name receives Me, and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for the 
one who is least among all of you, this is the one who is great." (Luke 9: 46-48) 
 So long as the disciples thought that Jesus’ kingdom was an earthly 
kingdom it was inevitable that they would seek a high place in it. Jesus knew this 
and knew most seek power and then let it go to their head. Few remain humble 
once they have achieved a special earthly status. Jesus kept the balance 
between being of high earthly status and graciousness and He knew it was 
necessary for His followers to do so. But how? 
 To teach the lesson, He took a child by His side, implying that would be a    
place of honor. Then He went on to say whoever received a little child, received 
Him; and, whoever received Him, received the Father. Clearly the child had no 
special status or official position, but he held a position of honor. Jesus was 
telling the Twelve, that if they were willing to spend their lives serving and aiding, 
loving people and comforting people who did not matter to the world, they would 
be serving Him and God. Jesus’ message for you and me this morning is if we 
are prepared to spend our lives doing what appears to be unimportant things and 



never trying to achieve a special earthly status, we will be beloved in the eyes of 
God. In order for us to become beloved in God’s eyes, there are three things we 
must give up.  
 First, we must give up a desire for status: A.J. Cronin, a Scottish physician 
and novelist, tells the story of an underpaid and unknown nurse he knew who for 
twenty years, single handed, served a poor rural district. Mr. Cronin wrote he 
“marveled at her patience, her fortitude, and her cheerfulness. She was never too 
tired to rise for an urgent call. Her salary was most inadequate and one night 
after a particularly strenuous day, I ventured to protest to her, ‘Nurse, why don’t 
you make them pay you more? God knows you are worth it.’ Her reply was 
straight forward, “If God knows I’m worth it, that’s all that matters to me.’ You see 
she was working not for men but for God and in that case prestige and status 
never enter the equation.  
 Second, give up a desire for place. When we are given a task, a committee 
chairmanship, or a position in the church we should regard it not as an honor but 
as a responsibility. Many serving in the church think more about themselves than 
those they serve. To be chosen for church office is to be selected for service not 
honor.  
 Third, we must give up a desire for prominence. Many will serve and give 
as long as the service and generosity are recognized and praised. Jesus taught 
that we should not let our left hand know what our right hand is doing. If our 
giving is only to enable us to receive something in return, we lesson the gift.     
 To be beloved of God we must remember everything we have and will ever 
have, comes from God; everything we are or want to become, comes form God; 
every bit of power and authority we may ever possess comes from God; and, 
every bit of kindness and gentleness we ever experience will come from God’s 
grace. We must humble ourselves and graciously attend to the needs of 
smallest, weakest in our world. All of our deeds and attitudes follow us 
throughout this life.  God’s people always remain gracious.      
 
 Let us pray: 
 Gracious God, it is good for us to gather as your beloved in community. 
We treasure your presence with us in word and meal, song and prayer. Be with 
us in these days when gathering as often as we would like is not possible. When 
we must be apart for reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your 
sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, reaching out to our 
neighbors in need and being persistent in prayer. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, our constant companion. Amen. 
 
 


